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Six popular lectures on The Poetry and the Poetical Books of the 
Old Testament have been issued in small book form by Professor E. 
Kautzsch, of the University of Halle. They present in an admirable 
way the " Form and Varieties of Hebrew Poetry," " Old Testament 
Indications of the Cultivation of Secular Poetry by the Ancient 
Hebrews," "Collections of Poems in Ancient Israel," and introduc- 
torily "The Individual Poetical Books of the Old Testament." 

The venerable and renowned New Testament scholar of Erlangen, 
Professor Theodor Zahn, has projected a new commentary on the New 
Testament, the first volume of which is announced, Das Evangclium 
des Matthdus (Leipzig, 1903, pp. 714; M. 14.50). Dr. Zahn is now sixty- 
five years old, and is known in all countries by reason of his great 
work on the canon of the New Testament and his more recent elabo- 
rate introduction to the New Testament. It is peculiarly fitting that 
he should give the ripest years of his life to commentaries upon the 
New Testament books, and all will feel grateful that he begins with 
the gospels, where good commentaries are especially lacking. His 
Commentary on Matthew will be received with the highest expectations 
from scholars of all schools ; there is no one better entitled or more 
competent to interpret the New Testament than he. It may be hoped 
that succeeding volumes of the series will appear without extended 
intervals. 

In the Postscript attached to the fourth volume of the Encyclopedia 
Biblica, which has now appeared, completing the work, the editors 
express themselves somewhat more hopefully regarding the outlook for 
biblical theology. In the Preface of 1899 they avowed their interest in 
this branch of biblical study, but excluded all its subjects from the 
Encyclopedia on the ground that the results obtained in this field were 
as yet unscientific and unstable. They now say: "It is becoming more 
and more obvious that the yearly advancing study of the apocryphal 
and apocalyptic Jewish literature is destined to have considerable 
effect within the near future on the treatment of the religious ideas of 
both parts of the Bible. Nor can we doubt that the progress now 
being made in the investigation of the early Christian literature will 
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also turn to the advantage of the biblical theology of the New Testa- 
ment." Consequently in the last two volumes of their dictionary they 
have furnished a number of introductory and descriptive articles bear- 
ing on biblical theology. The reader is left to wish that this better 
judgment had earlier prevailed in the editing of the Encyclopedia. 

A sketch of the life of Professor Hermann Schultz, who died on 
May 15 last, is contributed by Professor J. A. Paterson, of New Col- 
lege, Edinburgh, to the July issue of the Expository Times. Professor 
Schultz was born in 1836, studied at Erlangen and Gottingen, and in 
1 86 1 became a Privat-Docent in the latter institution. He was then 
ordinary professor in Old Testament at Basel (1864), Strassburg (1872), 
and Heidelberg (1874). In 1876 he was called back to the chair of 
theology at Gottingen University, and continued there until the time 
of his death. In England and America Dr. Schultz has been best 
known by his Alttestamentliche Theologie, of which the first edition was 
published in 1869, the fifth in 1896; an English translation was pre- 
pared in 1892 by Professor Paterson from the fourth German edition. 
He was a first-class Hebraist, and throughout his long career an able 
and influential scholar, wide-read in philosophy as well as in theology. 
In addition, he was a popular and excellent preacher, and gave a por- 
tion of his time to homiletical instruction. From natural temperament, 
as well as from acquired qualifications, Professor Schultz was fitted to 
act as a mediating influence in academic and ecclesiastical controver- 
sies- He progressed with other Old Testament scholars, but sought to 
keep in connection with the church representatives. In 1881 he pub- 
lished an important work on The Divinity of Christ, characterized by 
great philosophical learning and broad Christian sympathy. His 
latest writings were handbooks on dogmatics, ethics, and apologetics. 



